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The Philippines: Your Platform for Growth 

Opportunities 

100M Population 

• 12th biggest in the 

world 

• 10% of population 

live outside PH 

Young, Educated   

Generation 

• 50% is under 23 

• Open to Global 

Cultures 

Embedded  

Capabilities 

• English as the 

official language 

• IT literacy 

• Potential to access global market by technological innovations 

• Unique environment to address universal issues in EMs 

* Can be above 100% due to early/late enrollment  

Source: World Bank, CIA Factbook 



2nd Fastest Growing Nation in Asia 



Financial Markets are Healthy 

Source: Google Finance 



Investment Grade Since 2003 

Source: Bloomberg 



 

Source: CID, Harvard 



 

Source: CID, Harvard 



 

IS THIS THE REAL 
PICTURE? 



Inequality in a Growing Economy 

Source: Google Images 



Inefficient Transport Systems 

Source: Rappler.com 



Disaster Preparedness and Response 

Source: Google Images 



Accessible Healthcare 

Source: Google Images 



Fuel the Entrepreneurial Spirit of the 
Youth 

 



Have to look for them from the  
7,107 islands 

 



All they want is opportunity 



Everyone is hungry for opportunities 
but have no access 

Source: GMA Network, PUP 



WHAT CAN INSPIRE START-UPS? 

 

The PROBLEMS are REAL 
and NEED to be SOLVED 



Conceptualized in Oct 2011 
Launched in March 2012 



$ 426.5 Billion  

(Revenues) 

GDP (PPP) 

$ 250.3  

Real GDP 

(Philippines) 

Resource: International Monetary Fund  

 

$127.8  

$124.9 

$53.9 

$44.8 

$37.9 

$36.9 

$ 423.7  Billion 

(Philippines) 

Why is technopreneurship and innovation  
so important?  



IdeaSpace by the Numbers in 2 years 

18 5 6 

Investments 
made across 
multiple 
industries 

Number of patents 
that have been filed 
or will file within 
2014 – Intellectual 
Property Champion 
and DOST-
Accredited 
Foundation 

150k  

Students and 
professionals 
who have 
listened to an 
IdeaSpace 
technopreneur 
talk 
5 Anvils, 2 Quills 

Number of 
incubatees with 
companies that 
have launched, 
One of which will 
has $100k in 
revenue 



$ 426.5 Billion  

(Revenues) 

GDP (PPP) 

$ 250.3  

Real GDP 

(Philippines) 

Resource: International Monetary Fund  

 

$127.8  

$124.9 

$53.9 

$44.8 

$37.9 

$36.9 

$ 423.7  Billion 

(Philippines) 

Why is technopreneurship and innovation  
so important?  



IdeaSpace Foundation: Seeking 

promising technology ideas 
INCUBATE: Find top ideas from the 

Philippines and SEA to invest and incubate 

for the Group 

INSPIRE: Build and grow the technology 

entrepreneurship community in the 

Philippines to inspire more Filipino students 

to pursue an innovation-oriented career.  

Executives are encouraged to also mentor to 

build “entrepreneurial culture” within 

conglomerate. 

CONNECT: Connect the Group with 

interesting trends, start-up companies, 

emerging tech and VCs  most especially in 

Silicon Valley (in SV 3-4X a year)  - e.g. 9 out 

of 10 top carriers have presence in SV 
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IdeaSpace backed up by First Pacific Group  

Corporate Network Across SE Asia 

Background 

IT and Telecom 

Infrastructure 

Agriculture 

IdeaSpace is tied to First  

Pacific Group, one of the  

biggest conglomerates in  

Asia 

• >$17Bn annual 

revenue in aggregation 

• $40B Market Cap 

standalone 

• Listed in NYSE (PHI) 

• Revenue represents 

5% of GDP of PH 

 

First Pacific committed  

$10M  to IdeaSpace  

over 5 years with  

strong human resource  

support  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=aVBk6qk0B3Ci_M&tbnid=uDeKe_me1RcfxM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.coolbuster.net/2011/10/smart-pldt-purchase-of-sun-cellular.html&ei=-EtEUc2VG4W9iAfLhIDwDA&bvm=bv.43828540,d.aGc&psig=AFQjCNGokBgQgyVVp5qMUyXvR8wtVDMeZg&ust=1363516787745293
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=8jlsFBtOS7fP1M&tbnid=ZIwKoAwkTf0u9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://jsncruz.blogspot.com/2011/11/meralco-business-hours.html&ei=n01EUZDWN8eSiAeq6ICAAw&bvm=bv.43828540,d.aGc&psig=AFQjCNF93RNh5jFN9CdianCIiakhSN1GqA&ust=1363517214188951
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=lQ8-zdMl6p-TeM&tbnid=Ke9-m_qWUqn-SM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.filamnation.com/2011/09/maynilad-customers-increase-by-25/&ei=4E1EUfK-E66kigeI34Aw&bvm=bv.43828540,d.aGc&psig=AFQjCNFKKt41D5Po7sX5OTJzwyolre6i9w&ust=1363517277863726
http://www.google.com.ph/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=bO0-KNS0ck31PM&tbnid=BDtakamaxR4zLM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://rhymeandreasoninvesting.com/2011/04/27/metro-pacific-holdings-conversion-of-bonds-to-common-stock/&ei=mE5EUfSEO-u5iAfb64CIAQ&bvm=bv.43828540,d.aGc&psig=AFQjCNHo6KJ6Z5VVbzFz16wBIPxnL5nkUg&ust=1363517461717473
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=40l7hoaDAH8fMM&tbnid=jCDkuQw0lWDwzM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.asiabusinessinfo.com/indofood-records-new-high/&ei=3k5EUYvqBMuTiQe-u4DgBA&bvm=bv.43828540,d.aGc&psig=AFQjCNG9ixb3afMI-nKHDGGxsgwok64V1w&ust=1363517530266598
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Additional third party/government support 

Academic ITSO to assist patent search, patent filing 

Free licenses for all IBM software and paired up with a mentor ISV 

BizSpark: License for MS Software products during incubation 

$2500 amazon credits with mentoring and training from Amazon 

Specialists from Singapore 

Mentoring and assistance on Hardware based prototypes 

MBA student consultants, lectures and case study writing 

Connection to entrepreneurship schools all over Philippines 

International MBA Mentors from Stanford Business School 

National Instruments – Enrollment in Planet NI Program 

Freelancer– Freelancer Credits 

Partners Support 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=eSXuoagpvymBhM&tbnid=2-JkelJguGlUkM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.animahenasyon.com/2012/103/Sponsors-and-Partners&ei=IPw-Ue6UEfGTiAeoyYCwCA&bvm=bv.43287494,d.aGc&psig=AFQjCNGLf4Cd6q8wyna89UjJtxr7FP0zIA&ust=1363168670719716
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=M0YlnYbFsTggJM&tbnid=qXPGv2e2QgNLeM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.deadline.com/2011/11/microsoft-eyes-entry-into-scripted-television/&ei=cfw-UbidBsqiigfPhYCwAg&bvm=bv.43287494,d.aGc&psig=AFQjCNHwAIchcnevessCjDqY3os3dceMOg&ust=1363168749424201
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=FMjQYAEfSYqNPM&tbnid=Ml18uT86jB38wM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://newgenapps.com/amazon-web-services/&ei=j_w-UeD9EaGpiAf5hYHQCw&bvm=bv.43287494,d.aGc&psig=AFQjCNEDv2BcBDWAAQ6mac6nAQ6ztoRTDA&ust=1363168781979732
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=v0CSvHJ7OUpnzM&tbnid=0uzERpv-tD84aM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://audacious.com.ph/v2/portfolio/ionics-ems/&ei=jAI_Uf2_I4yiiAfDh4CgDA&bvm=bv.43287494,d.aGc&psig=AFQjCNEIFbW78x_glq8-7AsgAPmAVV6MHw&ust=1363170314394653
http://www.google.com.ph/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=gJ_nKU9jmTKw5M&tbnid=338ZNFRuiD4bGM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://energycatalyzer3.com/news/national-instruments-reveals-lenr-work-lenr-research-at-purdue-university-and-university-of-texas&ei=jUq5UYKdBereiALU-ICAAQ&bvm=bv.47883778,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNH7-5ZrsEyL-eeNQtl5mdaUqGZ05g&ust=1371184132910540
http://www.google.com.ph/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=freelancer+logo&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ndKhgtUekcB5jM&tbnid=HtPnYrQUpMrobM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://r-kg.blogspot.com/2012/10/top-10-freelance-websites.html&ei=bku5UfT8LqP_igLcnYGgAw&psig=AFQjCNH5BkDfc23ZA3E3hfAPAamRPgAz4Q&ust=1371184297573380


INSPIRE 
The next generation of 

Innovators 
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Inspire: IdeaSpace Technopreneurship Bootcamp 

Expansion 

Scale and 

Generate 

revenues 

Market and 

Acquire 

initial 

customers 

R&D 
Idea to 

Product 
Idea Flow 

Tech talks 

Team meetings and mentoring Team presentations and judging 

IDEASPACE TECHNOPRENEURSHIP BOOTCAMP & INCUBATION 

• Building a technology commercialization pipeline 

• Bridge from R&D/Idea to Application 

• Reaching out to students and professionals who have great ideas 

• Inspiring the next generation of technologists to apply their 

technologies and creating a start-up company 



Locations of IdeaSpace Bootcamps and Talks 

Intra-national 

• Manila 

• Santa Rosa 

• Laoag 

• Puerto 

Princesa 

• Davao 

• CDO 

• GenSan 

• Naga 

• Tacloban 

• Bacolod 

• Cebu 

• Ilo-Ilo 

• Baguio 

 

Inter-national 

• Singapore 

(GAN) 

• Silicon Valley-SF 

• Kuala Lumpur 

(IBM) 

• Indonesia 

(APEC) 

 



For 2014: Incubation and International Events in 

PH: Please support and attend 

Innovation Series 



INCUBATE 
The next big opportunity for the 

Philippines and SEA 
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IdeaSpace as a full model accelerator/incubator 

Expansion 

Scale and 

Generate 

revenues 

Market and 

Acquire 

initial 

customers 

R&D 
Idea to 

Product 
Idea Flow 

Find Ideas 

Approach 

• Find greatest science and technology ideas from the Philippines 

and SEA to support initial commercialization efforts 

Provide Capital • Initial support of P1M: P500K investment over 6 months ($12k) plus 

a P500K grant ($12k) – perspective P500K is 3X GDP per capita 

• After Incubation: Potential additional investment on a convertible 

note to few start-ups 

Provide Expertise • Provide legal support on incorporation, IP  

• Provide financial planning capability support 

• Provide technical support and mentoring from the executives of 

First Pacific Group  

Provide Facility • Provide office space in Makati 

• Provide housing for non-Metro Manila incubatees 

Next page 



34 

Screening ideas from global standard level of competition  

1.0% 
1.7% 

2.0% 

3.0% 

5.8% 

Recent acceptance rates 

* Source: Betabeat, Techcrunch, Gagaom, Harvard College 

• For the class of 2014 

(batch 2), IdeaSpace 

will select 10 out of 630 

submissions 

 

• The competition is up 

to par with global 

standard incubators 
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Profile of Ideas – Solution to EM challenges 

18% 

18% 

16% 14% 

9% 9% 
7% 

5% 

2% 

1% 

Category of Idea  
(Based on submissions: Top 2 box) 

• Strong mobile 

solutions using mobile 

app and software 

 

• Social 

entrepreneurship, 

advocacy projects and 

non-profits presence to 

solve prominent 

emerging markets 

issues 

Target on  

EM Social Issues 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Note: Percentages not to scale 



Structured Program to commercialize ideas 

Expansion 

Scale and 

Generate 

revenues 

Market and 

Acquire 

initial 

customers 

R&D 
Idea to 

Product 
Idea Flow 

6 weeks incubation for  

the top 20 
4.5 month acceleration for the top 10 

• Each team gets a grant of P50K 
• 6 weeks (late March to early May) 
• Each week has a deliverable 
• By the 5th week,   draft AOI,  By-

laws, SHA are done, and Invention 
Disclosure are done 

• 3-day bootcamp 

• Each team gets seed capital of P500K 
• Each team gets a grant of P500K that 

covers the expenses 
• Focus is on the 5 Cs of IdeaSpace: 

Customer, Contracts, Contacts, 
Conversion and Country 



Geographic Distribution of Ideas for 2014 

Metro Manila: 

37.95% 
Visayas: 

6.92% 

Mindanao: 

18.38% 

Luzon: 

27.9% 

Other countries: 

Indonesia, 

Singapore, Chile, 

US, Pakistan 



Select IdeaSpace Startups 
Internet/Software Status 

PortfolioMNL is a portfolio-based marketplace for creatives. It organizes the country’s creative 

industry in a single web portal that allows the global market to view portfolios of and hire 

Filipino creative professionals.  

Launched 

 

PinoyTravel is a long distance bus reservation system that allows consumers to quickly book 

a seat online. Pinoytravel currently serves 31 routes with 5 bus companies. 

Revenue 

MobKard is a mobile loyalty app that enables merchants to create real-time, location-based, 

and relevant promotions to target large customer segments or “mobs”. MobKard is piloting 

with a 20K member base: 

Pilot 

TimeFree is a virtual queuing solution that helps businesses improve customer experience 

through SMS notification, reports and analytics. Timefree is deployed in Philippines and 

HongKong and will be launching soon in Malaysia and South Africa. 

Revenue 

Regional 

Expansion 

InternMe is a web portal that enhances an employer’s ability to identify and hire high-quality 

interns. The website, is dedicated to matching internship vacancies with students and fresh-

graduates. 

Launched 

Tudlo is a disaster awareness and management app. It is a IBM ASEAN SmartCamp 2013, 

ITU World Telecom Winner 2013, Ericsson Mobile Finalist 2014. 

Launched 

DMAP (Dengue Mapping and Awareness Portal) is an app that provides accurate, real time 

visualization and notification of dengue cases to help communities respond to and avoid the 

transmissible disease. DMAP service is free. 

Pilot 

ZIPMATCH is a real estate listing site using proprietary lead generation technology. It recently 

closed a round with IMJ Fenox, 500 Startups and Hatchd Digital participating 

 

Revenue 

OrangeApps is an edtech startup that runs a learning platform (Khawna) to help users gain 

industry relevant skills. Currently the platform has 4.5K registered beta users and 50k page 

views and will be launching our mobile app very soon . 

 

Launched 



Select IdeaSpace Startups 

Healthcare  Status 

Arthrologic specialises in  more economical Asian-fit knee replacements using a two-

component knee design. Arthrologic to date has six successful knee replacements. It 

targets to conduct 100 surgeries by the end of the year and secure an FDA approval by 

Q2 2014. 

Patent filed 

Operations 

completed 

Energy Status 

WeGen’s wind turbine design enables it to capture 50% more power and withstand 

extreme weather conditions. WeGen is finalist in the Arctic InnovativeASEAN 

SMARTCAMP, Early Stage Startups APEC Accelerator program and AMY Intellectual 

Property Award.  

Validation 

Phase 

Patent Filed 

KineticStrips was developed as a simple, practicable, and efficient generator of clean 

energy. KineticStrips, when installed in roads and major thoroughfares, harvests residual 

kinetic energy from vehicles that are slowing down and converts this free energy into 

marketable electricity. 

Patent Filed 



Select IdeaSpace Startups 

Transportation/

Travel 

Healthcare Energy and 

Clean Tech 

Education Retail 

Solutions/Cons

umer 

Apps/Websites 

Media and 

Advertising 

Internet  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hardware  

 

 

 

 



Startups Under Incubation 
Status 

An integrated system to help you monitor your electricity use. 

Sustainable alternative lighting solutions powered by water and table-salt 
Prototype 

A GPS based mobile solution that provides transit routes for smart traveling and commuting 

A Filipino theme mobile gaming studio specialising in Filipino Music 

An Online and Mobile platform for parents and schools to work together to make a child succeed 

hardware kit for basic electronics education 
Prototype 

A 3-fold bicycle that uses new design  
Design  

Natural Anti-Cholesterol Rice that lowers blood cholesterol to keep the heart healthy. 
R&D 

Wheelchair designed to prevent pressure sores using eye sensors 
R&D 

Mobile Lock-Screen Advertising and Rewards Platform 

A mobile solution for a simpler and more efficient grocery shopping. 

Online business-to-business platform that connects buyers with suppliers nationwide 

Real-time pump controller for efficient water distribution 

Tambio is an advertising platform that consolidates all raffles and announce them from start to winners. 

Taxi Booking App with Zero Data Charges 

Technology platform enabling transport fleets with operations automation, booking, and analytics solutions. 

A GPS empowered real time tracking system that minimizes commuting time anytime, anywhere. 

A robotic fishpond monitoring and regulating system that eliminates fish kills. 
R&D 

Philippines travel platform for itinerary customization and booking for destinations less travelled. 

the next generation paddy grain dryer powered by solar energy. 
Prototype 



Startups Under Incubation 

Transportatio

n/Travel 

Healthcare Agriculture Energy and 

Water 

Technology 

Education Retail 

Solutions/Con

sumer Apps/ 

Websites 

Media and 

Advertising 

Internet  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tambio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hardware  
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IdeaSpace Makati Office 
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Buzzing Filipino startup ecosystem 

Expansion 

Scale and 

Generate 

revenues 

Market and 

Acquire 

initial 

customers 

R&D 
Idea to 

Product 

• DOST 

• Develop Net 

• PhilDev 

• ITSO 

• Techtalks.ph 

• Google 

Developers 

Group 

• Startup 

Weekend 

• IdeaSpace 

• LaunchGara

ge 

• Hack2Hatch 

• KickStart Ventures 

• Hatchd 

• Wireless Wings 

• IMJ Japan 

• 500 Start-ups 

• Siemer Ventures (LA) 

• ON3/PlugandPlay 

• ICCP 

• Narra 

Venture 

Capital 

• Brummer and 

Partners 

• Bonifacio 

Capital 

Valuation 

Investment 

Size 

Players 

Started after  

late 2011 

< $100K < $2-5M > $5M  < $500K 

$10 -

50K 
~ $500k ~ $100K 

Idea Flow 



CONNECT 
The FP Group and Start-ups to 
Emerging Global Opportunities  



Connect the Group to Silicon Valley Emerging Tech 

Example: First Pacific Global Leadership Conference with MVP 
and the First Pacific CEOs including NLN, OBV, etc. – Mar 2014 

Topics: Internet of Things, Predictive Analytics, Startups, Synergy 



Lessons 

• Access to capital unleashes opportunity 
• Take out “biases” in initially selecting 

entrepreneurs 
• Ecosystem is still in infancy stage but accelerating 
• Find the innovations that a emerging market can 

perfect then go to developed markets after 
• Entrepreneurs focus on building revenue based 

businesses that solve their own problems 
• Need to educate “Valley based investors” that 

there is opportunities in emerging markets 



Random Announcements  

Please Check Us out at: 

Ideaspacefoundation.org or email me at 

earl@ideaspacefoundation.org 

• Looking for volunteer mentors and interns 

• Looking for partners that share the vision of 
democratizing capital to emerging market 
innovators 

 


