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● Overview of the Philippine Economy 
● Business environment
● Entrepreneurial activity
● Digital market
● Recent developments



  

Philippine Economy in Numbers (2010)

● Pop: 93.261 M
● Median age: 22 years
● Working age pop: 60%
● Per capita GDP (PPP): 

$ 3,500 
● Listed firms: 253
● Market capitalization: 

$ 202 B



  



  

Source of data: Philippines National Statistical Coordination Board; R graph by Stephen McInerney



  

Firms in the Philippines 
by Industry and Size (2009)

Source: Philippines -National Statistics Office & Department of Trade and Industry



  

Distribution of Firms by Region and 
Size (2009)

Source: Philippines -National Statistics Office and Department of Trade and Industry



  

Doing Business in the Philippines 
(2012)

Source: World Bank (2012). Doing Business 2012 

● Rank 136 out of 183 in ease of doing business 
(Thailand is 17, Vietnam is 98)

● Investor protection: 133
● Contract enforcement:112
● Resolving insolvency: 163
● Cross-border trading: 51
● Takes 15 steps and 35 days to start a business

Image source: mabuhaycity.com 



  

Entrepreneurial Activity in the 
Philippines (2007)

Source: Madarang and Habito (2007). GEM Philippine Report 2006-2007. p. 13



  

Entrepreneurial Activity in the 
Philippines (2007)

● 20.44% of Filipinos 18-64 are engaged in 
early-stage entrepreneurial activity (TEA), 
predominantly consumer-oriented

● 5% are nascent business owners (start-ups)
● 8% of TEA introduce products new to all
● 21% of TEA use new technology

Source: Madarang and Habito (2007). GEM Philippine Report 2006-2007. 



  

Source of data: Philippines National Statistical Coordination Board; R graph by Stephen McInerney



  

Source of data: Philippines National Statistical Coordination Board; R graph by Stephen McInerney



  The Philippine Digital Market →



  

Source of data: International Telecommunications Union; R graph by Stephen Mcinerney



  

Source of data: International Telecommunications Union



  

Source of data: International Telecommunications Union



  

The Filipino Digital Consumer
● Spends 21.5 hrs per week online, 8 hrs > 

broadcast TV
● Online time mostly spent on social networks
● Regular internet users more likely to be female
● Internet access 

through desktop
Source: TNS; Nielsen

Image source: pinoygigs.com



  

More Recent Developments
● Overtook India as top global outsourcing hub 

since 2010
● Major educational reform in 2014 (additional year 

for primary and secondary)
● Government and private technology incubators 

(e.g. Ayala TBI, UP-TBI); startup pitching 
competitions (e.g. ON3)

● Some venture capital and a new angel fund
● Overseas Filipinos entering tech ventures, 

providing venture funding, and sharing expertise 
(e.g. TechTalks.ph, Silicon Valley Science and 
Technology Advisory Council)



  

Outlook for Tech Entrepreneurship

● Cautious optimism
● Significant challenges



  

Thank You! 
Daghang Salamat!
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